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Black-footed ferret
Status: endangered

Polar bear
Status: vulnerable

Who we are
The Toronto Zoo Wildlife Conservancy, which began operations in 2019, is a
dedicated partner with the Toronto Zoo in the fight against extinction.
We are facing a global crisis in wildlife survival. Nearly one million species
are facing extinction, many within decades. Species are vanishing at roughly
100 times the natural rate. We are facing an extraordinary crisis, one that
requires action on an extraordinary scale.

The Toronto Zoo Wildlife Conservancy secures financial resources for the
crucial wildlife conservation work being done by the Toronto Zoo in
preserving endangered species, breeding and reintroducing endangered
animals into the wild, and creating opportunities to reconnect people with
nature.
2019 Board of Directors
Paul Doyle, Chair
Cal Bricker, Vice Chair
Robin Hale, Secretary-Treasurer
Dolf DeJong, Director

Staff
Beth Gilhespy, Executive Director
Marion Zimmer, Director of Fund Development
With dedicated support from Toronto Zoo Employees Stephen Hum, Database
Coordinator, Rachel McLaughlin, Fund Development Coordinator and Andrew
More, Fund Development Assistant
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Significant Outcomes
Building Organizational Capacity
The Toronto Zoo Wildlife Conservancy began operations at the end of June 2019. The first six months of operations was
dedicated to establishing the Wildlife Conservancy as a fundraising foundation, creating the administrative, financial and
human resources framework, all the while continuing to raise funds for the Toronto Zoo.
These capacity-building activities have created a solid administrative and financial base from which the organization can
continue to support the Toronto Zoo in the fight against extinction.
Orangutan Status: critically endangered

Enriching the Lives of Orangutans at the Zoo and in the Wild
• In October 2019 the Toronto Zoo and the Wildlife Conservancy publicly
announced a project to enhance the orangutan exhibit, create a new
outdoor space, and support orangutan conservation in the field.
• The launch was covered by the media and was an opportunity to educate
the public and attendees about the project and the impacts of palm oil
production on orangutan habitat.
• The Crusade for Shade challenged Toronto Zoo and Wildlife Conservancy
staff and volunteers to make their own financial commitment for the
project, raising more than $20,000 in pledges.
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Significant Outcomes

(continued)

Engaging Support to Fight Extinction
•
•
•

Our Adopt an Animal program, an entry point for new donors, engaged hundreds of people with special tours of the animals they love.
Between July 1 and December 31, 2019, 898 adopt packages were sold.
More than 5,000 runners participated in the 17th annual Oasis Zoo Run in September, generating a record high $59,000 in event
registrations and donations. Total funds raised by this annual event are now over $500,000.
226 monthly donors continued their dedicated support for the Toronto Zoo.

Inspirational Giving
•
•
•

Salesforce Canada donated a portable greenhouse, worth almost $200,000, for use as a demonstration facility to show how food for the
animals is grown.
Compass Canada made a $3 million pledge to the Wildlife Conservancy for Toronto Zoo technology and infrastructure improvements,
with $1.5 million received at the end of 2019.
Dedicated donors continued to provide extraordinary gifts, and the total financial support for the 6 month period exceeded $3 million.

Fighting Extinction With Wildlife Conservation and Research
•
•

Blanding’s turtle

Status: endangered

The Wildlife Conservancy worked with Toronto Zoo conservation staff to obtain $580,000
in grant funding over the 6 month period, from a variety of government agencies,
foundations and individuals.
These grants allow for continued research to protect endangered species, breeding and
reintroduction programs and outreach programs to schools and community groups, and
are having a direct, positive impact on the number of endangered species in the wild.
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Financial Review

Snowy owl
Status: vulnerable

Toronto Zoo Wildlife Conservancy was established in May
2018, became a registered charity in January 2019, and began
operations at the end of June 2019.
The first 6 months of the Wildlife Conservancy’s operations
reflect a period of establishing administrative and financial
protocols, while continuing to carry out fundraising initiatives
consistent with Toronto Zoo activities already in place prior to
the start of the Wildlife Conservancy.
These fundraising initiatives established a solid financial base
for the Wildlife Conservancy, which will allow the organization
to continue its fundraising efforts on a larger scale, establish a
unique brand and social base, and begin granting significant
funds to the Toronto Zoo in 2020.

Toronto Zoo Wildlife Conservancy 2019 Inaugural Report

Revenues
During the period of July 1 to
December 31, 2019, $3,129,073
in gifts were provided to the
Toronto Zoo (as the Wildlife
Conservancy was not set up to
take donations directly until
late in the period) and to the
Wildlife Conservancy. All gifts
during this period are
attributable to the work of the
Wildlife Conservancy.

2019 Funds Received
($3.13 million)

Restricted Funds
A total of $2,330,735 in restricted funds - that is, funds that have been restricted for a specific purpose either by the donor
or by the Wildlife Conservancy - were received. Of this, $1,500,000 was donated by Compass Canada for technology and
infrastructure improvements, and an additional $41,516 in donations were received specifically for the new outdoor
Orangutan habitat, scheduled for completion in 2021. The Compass Canada and orangutan donations are noted on the
Financial Statements.
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Restricted Funds (continued)
In addition, the Wildlife
Conservancy staff worked to
ensure that $577,932 in
grants were received for
Toronto Zoo conservation
work. These grants are
noted in the financial
statements but are not
included as a line item in the
statements as the funds
went directly to the Toronto
Zoo as per the terms of the
grant.

2019 Funds Received
($3.13 million)

In December 2019 the Wildlife Conservancy secured the donation of a portable greenhouse from Salesforce Canada for use
by the Toronto Zoo for food production and guest education, valued at $192,590. As this item was directly received by the
Toronto Zoo, it is absent from the statements. An additional $16,697 in gifts in kind were received.
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Unrestricted Funds
In total, $798,338 was
received in unrestricted funds,
including funds donated
through bequests ($96,021),
the Adopt an Animal program
($77,580), events ($13,298)
and other undesignated
donations ($611,439).
2019 Funds Received
($3.13 million)
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Expenditures
Expenditures for the period July
1 to December 31, 2019 totalled
$1,107,542. This includes the
Wildlife Conservation grants that
went directly to the Toronto Zoo
($579,921) and the receipt of the
greenhouse by the Toronto Zoo
($192,590). The balance of the
expenditures were staffing costs
($280,268), Administration
($31,621) and donations
processing costs ($23,142).

2019 Funds Expended
($1.1 million)

The ratio of administration costs to funds raised during the period is 11 percent.
During 2020 it is expected that a considerable portion of the restricted funds, as well as a portion of the unrestricted funds,
will be transferred to the Toronto Zoo for conservation, technology and infrastructure projects.
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361A Old Finch Avenue
Toronto, Ontario
M1B 5K7
416-392-9114
www.wildlifeconservancy.ca
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
@TZWConservancy #TZWConservancy

